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Visit www.malvernhills.gov.uk/business for more information or if you need help please 
email us at ecodev@malvernhills.gov.uk. 

 

 

 

Malvern Hills Rural Fund now open for applications 

Rural businesses and communities can now apply for up to 
£25,000 worth of funding with the return of the Malvern Hills 
Rural Fund.  

Round one of the fund is now available to support good value, 
new capital projects that will assist start-up, growth, 
development, and job creation.  

The money can only be used to fund physical projects such as 
new buildings or a new piece of equipment or machinery and not for staff or day-to-day 
running costs.  

The fund will also fund farm diversification outside of agriculture.  

Individual grants of between £2,500 and £25,000 are on offer, and businesses will be 
expected to match 50 per cent of the total cost of a project.  

Projects must be delivered in a rural area within the Malvern Hills District and should only 
begin once they have received funding approval.  

Expressions of interest must be submitted through the Malvern Hills District Council website 
using the online form by midday on 5 May 2025.  

This scheme is funded by the UK Government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.  

Find out more 

 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUKMHDC%2Fbulletins%2F3dd0bd3/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/H_mKIngOoO3uKtSvR9QXI9NckGetAS1WZMEyJIm56J4=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.malvernhills.gov.uk%2Fbusiness/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/awJUTTcBTengL8sN_iKYOXMazlxXhTcxyPyxxvCiHaE=402
mailto:ecodev@malvernhills.gov.uk
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.malvernhills.gov.uk%2Fbusiness%2Fgrants-and-funding%2Fmalvern-hills-rural-fund/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/JfXyXY2FJ4eqJz-fMfr17ouC8qJVQZkvnVNmj9US7-w=402


Watch - The Virtual Festival of Innovation 

 

 
The Festival of Innovation has launched its 24/7 
virtual space as a platform for businesses to share, 
innovate, connect and be inspired.  

In this talk local entrepreneurs Dr Emma Philpott MBE 
and Dr Adrian Burden talk about Cyber Security and a 
neurodiverse workforce.  

Watch the video 

 

 

Worcestershire Growth Hub case study - OLPRO 

  

Malvern Hills District Council supports the work of 
Worcestershire Growth Hub (WGH) with funds through our 
UKSPF Programme. 

Read the report linked below to find out the impact of support 
from WGH on local business OLPRO. 

WGH Case Study: OLPRO  

 

 

New Funding from DEFRA to help agriculture businesses 
innovate 

The new funding, named ADOPT, is designed to 
support projects that enhance profitability, 
productivity, and sustainability for farmers, 
growers, and foresters across England. 
Innovate UK is delivering a webinar to help 
businesses learn more about the new ADOPT 
(Accelerating Development of Practices and 
Technologies) funding opportunity, including 
eligibility and how this funding can benefit 
agricultural businesses. 

The free webinar will take place on Wednesday 30 April,  10am -12pm. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flnkd.in%2FeJXKyuv2/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/ENMp8TbJA6EN5e8j5ru2eUAQZ_cgosSJXl9WPtTmX38=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FUKMHDC%2F2025%2F04%2F22%2Ffile_attachments%2F3237033%2FOlpro%2520-%2520WGH%2520Case%2520Study.pdf/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/TTupnnOMz5xPrOq6nX3ZJiQXLXfhEfJL2csfcGSn_Y8=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ffarminginnovation.ukri.org%2Fadopt%2F/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/OeKhXJ11m3zgM8d5HoM3LnmvCdCLWjYwbliHbine91c=402


Find out more 

 

 

Malvern Cube launches new initiative 

 

 
Malvern Cube is inviting local businesses to support its 
new fundraising venture, a Business Supporters Club. 
The Cube is run by Malvern Youth & Community 
Trust, a registered charity, hosting events, arts and 
entertainment, offering meeting rooms and 
performance space for hire as well as being home to 
a thriving programme for young people and over 30 
community groups who offer a huge range of 
activities. 

Joining the Business Supporters Club is a great 
opportunity to gain recognition by supporting a venue 
that is firmly embedded in the Malvern community, 
with a reputation for high levels of community 
involvement, healthy lifestyles, social inclusion and 
encouragement of the arts. 

For further information, read the leaflet or visit the 
link below: 

Find out more 

 

 

Free pitching event for Deep Tech start-ups 

Leave a Nest is running its free pitching 
competition again this year. 

As always, it's for deep tech start-ups to enter for 
equity-free cash awards, the opportunity to 
connect with the Leave a Nest support ecosystem 
and meet investors from our early-stage VC funds. 

This is an excellent opportunity for start-ups 
looking to connect with Japan or the wider ASEAN 
region, or just to validate in front of an expert UK 
audience. 

Find out more about Tech Planter and videos of past participants and what they got from 
entering: https://global.lne.st/news/uk/2025/01/26/tpukapplicationopen/ 
Leave a Nest is running an online info session on Tech Planter, if anyone would like to join 
it, please email: jack@e.leaveanest.com 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fiuk-business-connect.org.uk%2Fevents%2Fadopt-funding-opportunity-information-webinar%2F/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/TlUflOljOUWFhR8UTBHa_0wYH8h08MxFrzTQ-OWibio=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FUKMHDC%2F2025%2F04%2F22%2Ffile_attachments%2F3237266%2Fcube-new2%2520FINAL.pdf/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/VWoTS9HFTLFy5aXh_jFLVuqHjXlLJG7F4klpID6aQrE=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.malverncube.com%2Fbusiness-supporters-club/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/FA7-9ehawevswPDOGm-hhpx4gPiLB3wCKkZK-n8qJ-A=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fglobal.lne.st%2Fnews%2Fuk%2F2025%2F01%2F26%2Ftpukapplicationopen%2F/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/Uggbx0ur41w7HCMXsuNCqU156TGdRVos0glOV14T7sA=402
mailto:jack@e.leaveanest.com


Enter here 

 

 

 

 

Malvern Hills Upskilling Grant 

 

 
Malvern Hills Businesses continue to benefit 
from the Malvern Hills Upskilling Grant.  

The grant scheme provides funding of up 
to £1,500 to help with the business cost of 
training new staff (i.e. apprenticeships, trainee or 
other). In order to qualify businesses must be 
based in the Malvern Hills district postcode area, 
employ fewer than 250 people and pay at least 
the minimum wage to the trainee for a post of at 
least 30 hrs a week including training leading to 
a recognised qualification. 

Find out more 

 

 

Spread the word about Apprenticeship Bursaries 

 

 
£500 is available to trainees and apprentices to 
help cover the cost of travel, equipment, tools 
and clothing necessary to access training. 

The support is available to residents of Malvern 
Hills District who: 

• Earn less than £250 per week. 
• Attend a qualifying course. 
• Are employed for a post of 30 hours a 

week for a minimum of 12 months. 

Please spread the word that this support is 
available.  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fglobal.lne.st%2Fnews%2Fuk%2F2025%2F01%2F26%2Ftpukapplicationopen%2F/2/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/W36BXLN992zNm6Lm2f8FRaXUA7Mov9K7A8WugMhwnuw=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.malvernhills.gov.uk%2Fbusiness%2Fgrants-and-funding%23UpskillingGrant/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/Mz0AV4e4hsLjUEJ_lsm6PSZp_TsvOlRGxEzNZGXXNFo=402


Find out more 

 

 

 

 

Taste Worcestershire Producer and Buyer Event 

 

 
Worcestershire's food and drink producers and 
buyers will be able to make connections, sample 
products and celebrate the county's homegrown 
offer at the new Taste Worcestershire Producer & 
Buyer Event.  

Taking place Tuesday 20 May 2025 at Sixways 
Stadium the event also marks the lead-up to Taste 
Worcestershire – a county-wide, three-week 
celebration of food and drink taking place from 6 to 
26 October 2025. 

Find out more 

 

 

Digital Awareness for Manufacturers - 17 June 2025 

 

 
An event for manufacturing businesses to explore the latest 
digital tools and technologies.  

The course will cover:  

• Industry 4.0 
• Adopting digitisation 
• Explaining ‘The internet of things’, ‘Analytics and Big-

data’ and ‘Additive manufacturing’. 

• plus much more  

Book your spot 

 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.malvernhills.gov.uk%2Fbusiness%2Fgrants-and-funding%23apprentice_bursary/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/CSTf5Ps-1s8wWS7JaFGoqJlgrtGSAW0lE3kIjRzzlwg=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fvisitworcestershire.org%2Ftrade%2Fevents%2Ftaste-worcestershire-producer-event/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/yJki_OQ-rTEZI8d3In4fLsG_bK5Ta5oyBImC06ZDGew=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fdigital-awareness-for-manufacturers-tickets-1237279850339%3Faff=erelexpmlt/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/n6J3NqSjNTY2mmzXZbCaZbkz2kImWkNKUmfMRghu8Pk=402


BD:2025 - 30 April 2025 

 

 
BetaDen's first keynote event, taking you through 
what is coming up across BetaDen including 
programmes, partnerships and spaces in 2025.  

This event is free to attend and takes place at the 
newly renovated Old Magistrates’ Court in 
Kidderminster.  

Learn more about upcoming Incubate and 
Accelerate programmes6 as well as workshops, 
expansion plans, and partnerships. 

The event will take place on Wednesday, 30 April 
2025, 12pm - 2pm. 

Get tickets here 

 

 

Growth Hub Events Calendar 

 

 
The Worcestershire Growth Hub collates all 
the business events from across the county 
into one, easy to read calendar.  

The calendar includes all events 
from Herefordshire & Worcestershire 
Chamber of Commerce and BIPC 
Worcestershire.  
Follow the link below for an up to date list of 
events, training courses, networking 
opportunities and more.  

Events Calendar 

 

 

The Economic Development Team 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.beta-den.com%2Fevents%2F30042025%2Fbd2025%2F/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/f53dmwynaTFzBs3kCyIgNFQ1Zhx2qpOX85Eheesue3U=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhwchamber.co.uk%2Fevents-and-training-calendar%2F/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/DTnlwLNyv5o74TveL_ti5XYHGM6_EywBEhBNKjR-ZCM=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhwchamber.co.uk%2Fevents-and-training-calendar%2F/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/DTnlwLNyv5o74TveL_ti5XYHGM6_EywBEhBNKjR-ZCM=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fo%2Fbipc-worcestershire-libraries-31275789667/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/c74sKycYF7hDDfX5_xgA_XU8nIqQcGyeT_ptGszEiys=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fo%2Fbipc-worcestershire-libraries-31275789667/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/c74sKycYF7hDDfX5_xgA_XU8nIqQcGyeT_ptGszEiys=402
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fworcestershiregrowthhub.co.uk%2Fevents%2Fmonth%2F2025-04%2F/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/ip5XEYjsUFmb4s0f1_xJn5fDn3q-BWU2oDuomAk4h7A=402


 

Register Here  

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Economic Development Team 
Malvern Hills District Council 
The Council House 
Avenue Road 
Malvern 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fthe-heart-of-effective-communication-tickets-1230572668979%3Faff=oddtdtcreator/1/010001966217e369-d10c5015-50f3-40ae-b938-d191334a5c39-000000/WbqkEgxWF0DxwbeuFlz3Kfl1UtcaF1tXbNc5hWsaZoA=402


Worcestershire 
WR14 3AF 

ecodev@malvernhills.gov.uk 
www.malvernhills.gov.uk/business 
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